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Toc H members accept a four-fold commitment: 


t To build friendships across the barriers that divide man 
from man. 


2 To give personal service. 


3 To find their own convictions while always being willing to 
listen to the views of others. 


4 To work for the building of that better world which has been 
called the Kingdom of God. 


This magazine, which acts as a forum for ideas about Toc H 
and about the world in which we live, takes its title from the 
third of these Four Points—to think fairly. 


| ‘We nced to create a society 
based more on compassion than 
on competition.’ I quote from 

| the Director, Ken Prideaux- 
Brune, whose words could well 
be taken to heart this Jubilee 
year. 


We nec 1 a society whose mem- 
bers are motivated by concern 
for others rather than by an 
overriding interest in self: a 
society where the value of per- 
| sonal relationships is more highly 
prized than monetary or material 
rewards. 


Most members of Toc H would, 

I imagine, agree with this and 
yet the competitive pressures 
exerted on us all are so un- 
yielding that it takes very positive 
and searching attitudes to correct 
the balance. 


Certainly, we will never build 
such a compassionate society 
while, for a start, our education 
system remains as firmly com- 
mitted as ever to competitive 
values and persists in turning out 
people inculcated with a strong 
competitive spirit. 


Whatever the promise of com- 
prehensive education, schools are 
still concentrating too much on 
the survival of the fittest. The 
trouble is not simply that learning 
is geared to the GCE rat-race- 
which, if my experience is any- 
thing to go by, is guaranteed to 
stifle any mental adventure—but 
more that children are constantly 
measured in terms of what they 
achieve in comparison with 
others, instead of being accepted 
and encouraged for what they 
are. 


One has to be realistic and 
admit that some method of 


view point 


Society needs compassion more than competition 


assessment is necessary, that 
schools are in the business of 
achieving results and that, life 
being what it is, young people 
need ‘O’ levels and ‘A’ levels to 
earn their daily bread. But most 
schools foster a spirit of rivalry 
to an unnecessary extent, Com- 
petitive marks and mark lists, 
prizes and speech days usually 
do more for the prestige of the 
school than for the pupils. Prizes 
never encouraged any but the 
few who always won them any- 
way, and besides, they put 
across the wrong message: that 
the reward lies outside the work, 
not in it. Competition is not 
necessary to a child’s develop- 
ment and is not a helpful philo- 
sophy to carry into adult life. 


Children do not need to be for- 
ever measured against their 
peers in order to learn. What 
they do need, it has been demon- 
strated, is emotional security 
and encouragement, Given that, 
they can motivate themselves 
and develop their own interest 
in the work. Every sensible 
parent knows that a child can 
only do his best, and if he has a 
chance to discover his own 
talents and interests and, above 
all, is happy, most parents would 
rest content. As the educa- 
tionist, Albert Rowe, says: 
‘Provided he’s doing his best, all 
that comparing him with some- 
one else does is to make him 
unhappy, insecure and envious, 
a sure recipe for producing 
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“The Envious Society”. 


‘The Envious Socicty’ is exactly 
what we have produced. Small 
wonder that when we train 
children for 10 years in a philo- 
sophy of competition and acqui- 
sition, we have a socicty in 
which one income group is 


crawling over the back of an- 
other to grab a bigger share of 
the cake. 


Any education system reflects 
the predominant values, assump- 
tions and social relationships of 
the society in which it is estab- 
lished. It would take only a 

shift in thinking, a change in 
emphasis, to replace competition 
by compassion, and to breed a 
spirit of co-operation and com- 
munity, 


There are signs that a more 
enlightened attitude is abroad. 
Not all schools stream their 
pupils, use mark lists and prizes, 
and most primary and secondary 
schools encourage pupils to 
pursue their own interests. 
Handicapped children tend to 
receive more compassionate 
treatment and are more accepted 
and understood in the classroom. 
And comprehensive schooling 
offers, in theory at least, the 
chance of mixing in a more 
heterogeneous group without 

the distinctions of the grammar 
and the secondary modern. 


At present, however, I think 

that comprehensive schools are 
failing to live up to expectations, 
mainly because the schools are 
too large. Teachers do not appear 
to know their pupils and so all 
the progressive ideas about 
encouraging self-motivation and 
assessing a pupil in terms of his 
capacity go out of the window. 


We return to the premise that, 

to quote Ken Prideaux-Brune: 
‘We need, in an increasingly 
impersonal world, to stress the 
importance of personal relation- 
ships,’ And we need them, 

simply, because that’s what really 
makes life tick. SMcW 
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Impres 


S 


Ons 


from a long-term volun. 
teer in Croydon 


Six months involved in the life 
and problems of a council estate 
as an improvised community 
worker, What did it consist of? 


The part I enjoyed most: gettin 
to know people personally & 
(pensioners, young mothers, 
teenagers), listening to them 

and becoming their friend, 

The hardest part of the job was 
organising entertainments or 
activitics (such as outings for the 
children of the youth club, 

coflee mornings so as to get 
young mothers to know one 
another, and eventually a jumble 
sale to raise funds). 


The rota of coffee mornings 

has been quite a success; for 
many young mothers it was their 
first opportunity to get out of 
their loneliness and boredom. 
Four of them decided to keep it 
going after my departure, 


At the estate youth club I met a 
member of the International 
Voluntary Service group of 
volunteers in Croydon, a very 
dynamic group doing the same 
sort of work as the Toc H volun- 
teers, and we thought it would 
be so much more efficient and 
enriching if all those separate 
groups would join their efforts 
and work together, as after all 
they serve the samc purpose: 
people. 


As a personal result of these 

six months’ experience, though 
it is bitter to be aware that I 
have done so little in comparison 
with what needs to be done in 
such an area, I am determined 
to keep doing some sort of social 
work, wherever I go, and this is 
the main thing I owe to Toc H. 


Isabelle Meunier 


Something they‘ve always wanted 
to do...some of the 100 par- 
ticipants of a three-week Toc H 
playscheme held in Basingstoke 

this August. Basingstoke is reputedly 
the fastest-growing town in the 

UK and greatly needs play oppor- 
tunities for its ever-increasing 
number of children 

Photo: Scott Shaw 


For two ycars now a group of 
volunteers have spent 10 ex- 
hausting but highly enjoyable 
days at Orton Hall School in 
Peterborough. Significantly, it 
has always been one of the 
slowest projects to fill-well, who 
in their right minds would want 
to go back to school in their 
holidays? Only when we arrived 
did we realise what a special 
school it is. 


It is officially called a special 
school, in fact, as it caters for 
ESN and maladjusted girls, and 
about half of the 100 or so girls 
board during the week. It is 
housed in the former country 
seat of the Marquis of Huntly 
and the playground is a beautiful 
lawn surrounded by woodland. 


This makes it special enough, 
but there’s much more to it. 
The thing that continually hits 
me about the school is that it’s a 
real community of people caring 
for and about each other, and 
as a result it’s an impressively 
happy place. One of the main 
aims of the school is to enable 
the girls to cope with life when 
they leave—to help themselves as 
adequately as possible, to have 
confidence in themselves and 
others, and to be able to make 
relationships with others. 


And this is where we come in, 
Our time in the school coincided 
with the last two weeks of term, 
when the teachers were at full 
stretch and exhausted, and when 
the normal routine of any school 
can usefully be disrupted for a 
few special events. 


Everyone mucks in on the Somerset 
camping holiday for the mentally 
handicapped patients from a local 
hospital 


Members of Street and Glastonbury 
branches cooked for the camp 
barbecue 


Sister Joy Inge gives Donald a 
quick shave 
Photos: Brian Walker 


from a member of staff who arranged and took 
part in a project in Peterborough 


Impressions of projects (continued) 


This year we were immediately 
caught up in preparations for an 
exhibition and open day held 
during our middle week-end... 
in fact neither we nor the staff 
know what they would have 
done without us! A lot of our 
time was spent with the boarders 
in the evenings, having sing- 
songs, playing madly argumenta- 
tive games of French cricket and 
rounders, zooming round the 
tennis courts in the school go- 
kart, supervising swimming in 
the heated outdoor swimming- 
pool in the grounds, freaking out 
on a hot summer’s evening with 
two discos, or even just watching 
‘Top of the Pops’ on the school’s 
colour TV. 


But much more important than 
all this activity was just the 
opportunity for the girls to talk 
to us and make friends with us 
and gain a little more confidence 
in making relationships with 
other people. The fact that at 
least half of them fell in love 
with two of the male volunteers 
caused soine difficult moments, 
but again helped them learn a 
little more about themselves and 
what was and was not acceptable 
in relation to others. 


lı goes without saying that the 
learning that went on was in no 
way a one-way proccss. We 
volunicers learned a tremendous 
amount too. 


Just in case some ratepayers 
have been indignantly making a 
list of all the luxury items that 
the school has, I’d better just add 
that it really is a self-help com- 
munity, They raise hundreds of 
pounds each vear from collecting 
newspapers-tons of it, by the 
month-and all the staff and the 
girls pul a tremendous amount 
of extra effort into this so they 
can buy and enjoy these treats. 


Sue Cumming 
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A real live disco for Elizabeth at 
Orton Hall Special School 
Photo: Sue Cumming 


from two members of the 
Bristol Action Group 


Well known in Bristol District 
for creating organised chaos! 

As most of the cight members of 
BAG (it’s all in it, you know!) 
arc on the Bristol District Pro- 
jects and all are project leaders 
or volunteers, the Group (when 
it’s feeling energetic enough) 
tends to confine itself to giving 
(first) aid to summer projects in 
Bristol (namely Almondsbury 
Blind Holiday, Barton Hill 
Piayscheme and Barrow Hospital 
Project) and other peculiar 
areas of urban and rural Eng- 
land. 


There are, however, other well- 
meaning ‘hangers-on’ to the 
BAG who are not ‘part of us’ 
but who are helpful in many 
ways when farmed out to other 
activities, with our help. We 
are, at the moment, investi- 
galing the possibilities of intro- 
ducing a new species (four- 
legged canine ‘howler’) to the 
Farnily, This new member will 
be Keeping in TOuCH with her 
wet nose and tongue (anyone 
requiring a bath, please contact 
the secretary at the address 
below). 


The BAG will be holding a fund- 
raising Diamond Jubilee Hal- 
lowe’en Disco at St Mary-on- 
the-Quay, Bristol, on Friday 

31 October at 8pm. The disco 
will be starring the Emanon 
Roadshow, with DJ “Good- 
Looks Brooks’, one of the newest 
members. Profits will go to- 
wards the Diamond Jubilee 
Fund and local Group activities, 
including (we hope) building a 
sandpit for the local branch of 
the National Children’s Home. 
Tickets for the disco are avail- 
able at a cost of 50p from: Miss 
C M Devitt, 12 Antrim Road, 
Westhury-on-Trym, Bristol. 

See you there! 


Chris Devitt 
and Paul Brooks 


Birds and belfrias gave Toc H Stir a lag and shake a blanketi It’s 


member Olive Tennant the chance the Toc H Osmaston Boys’ Camp, 

to taka 16 people round Norfolk where 60 lads from Derby anjoyed 
last May. Thay visited old churches an annual camping holiday 

and nature reserves Photos: M Inman, Derby Evening Telegraph 


LETTERS 


Mister God 


We would like to support Karen 
Hull’s review, recommending 
Mister God, this is Anna, 

Anna had the gift of perceiving 
the ‘eternal realities’ in a remark- 
able way. One not only says ‘Ah’, 
one also says ‘Of course-that’s 
right!’ Do read it. 


Nancy and Reg Griffiths 
Croydon, Sur. sy 


Hotel Jacobs 


This year and in 1972 my husband 
and I spent very enjoyable holi- 
days in Bruges. Thanks to Point 
Three, we stayed at the Hotel 
Jacobs, and I would like your 
readers to know that it is a most 
comfortable and well-run hotel. 
A warm welcome is given to guests 
by M Lietaert and his wife, who 
are Toc H builders, 

Bruges is a delightful city and a 
good centre for visits to Poperinge, 
Brussels and various coastal re- 
sorts. 


Hilda M Walters 
Leigh-on-Sea, Essex 


Thanks 


I write to you as chairman of the 
Socially Deprived Playgroup of 
the Medway towns. 

Both this year and last, we have 
taken our children to Hythe for 
the day where the Toc H junior 
group assisted us by arranging 
lunch for the children and helping 
us to look after them on the beach 
and in the park during the after- 
noon, 

The Toc H boys gave their time 
gencrously to the children, taking 
a great interest in them, They paid 
for, or helped subsidise, the cost of 
lunch, the cooking being under- 
taken by the Toc H ladies. 


F A Fribbens, Bearsted, Kent 
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The Housebound 


It was most moving to read the 
late Harold Howe’s letter followed 
on the same page by his name in 
the Obituary List (July Point 
Three). One would very much like 
to give momentum to the plea he 
has set afoot. It could be that indi- 
vidual members in a vast number 
of branches quietly and regularly 
visit housebound people; this is 
such unspectacular work that re- 
ports will never feature in Point 
Three. However, to those who do 
not include this activity in their 
programmes to extend the King- 
dom of God on earth, may I beg 
them to reconsider undertaking it? 

Many, many housebound people 
do not have outings (let alone holi- 
days), either because they are too 
handicapped or frail or because 
there are not enough vacancies in 
suitable clubs and too few volun- 
teers to escort them. 

The mutual pleasure both to 
visitor and visited can be im- 
mense, as I know from personal 
experience over some years. Their 
horizons can be greatly extended 
as they explore each other’s in- 
terests and experience of life, and 
strong friendships can grow up. 

In my own locality an ex-nurse 
receives names and addresses of 
lonely housebound people, par- 
ticularly elderly ones, from the 


‘welfare’, doctors, clergy and 
friends. She is given the names of 
potential visitors from similar 


sources, mects them and matches 
them up as well as possible with 
those to be visited. The visitors 
undertake to visit regularly, i.e, 
once a fortnight, up to three 
people (but often only one), to 
give whatever friendship and ser- 
vice they can, and to report back 
to the liaising rota organiser at 
intervals. In this way the organiser 
is kept informed of relationships 
which develop and any practical 
assistance that may be nedeed to 
ease the lot of the housebound 
person. A good rota organiser can 
be influential in securing talking 
books, wheelchairs, meals-on- 
wheels, etc, and the Visiting ser- 
vice can be particularly valuable 
in large cities where the number 


of social workers is inadequate 
The organiser where I live give; 
small garden parties and tea par. 
ties in winter, takes housebound 
people for drives in her own car, 
arranges country outings for them 
in local authority ambulances 
and arranges meetings for socia] 
welfare officers, volunteer visitors 
and, on occasions, the housebound 
themselves, where common prob. 
lems can be discussed and new 
friendships formed. 

The above describes what can 
be done in apparently ideal cir- 
cumstances, but I hope it may 
inspire Toc H members who have 
not done so to start seeing if there 
js a need in their own area which 
they should try to meet, From a 
selfish viewpoint it has attractions 
for those who are not ‘committee 
people’ or who are ‘loners’ them- 
selves. To repeat Harold Howe's 
closing words: “Make the experi- 
ment, You will always yourself 
derive more benefit than you 
confer.’ 


Inner London District Member 
London W9 


The Housebound 


My friend and I have belonged to 
Toc H for over 40 years and it has 
brought us a great deal of pleasure, 
and of course quite a lot of dis- 
comfort, but we have never re- 
gretted joining this wonderful 
Movement of ours. We have done 
countless jobs in our time but now 
we are both retired we have de- 
cided that our main job is to visit 
the housebound and we are put- 
ting our Toc H friends first. 

Usually Toc H folk come last 
but we feel that they must have 
their priority after all the hard 
work they have done for other 
folk, Of course, we derive much 
pleasure from visiting them. I 
commend this to other retired 
members, 

The rather sad letter from the 
late Harold Howe encouraged me 
to write my first letter to Point 
Three, 


Gwen Margetts Leeds 


Stirring the mixture 


J was delighted to see in the July 
issue of our magazine the article 
headed ‘Toc H in the USA’, 
During my duties at All Hallows 
Church, conducting parties from 
the States, when I mention Toc H 
to them their answer is invariably: 
‘Never heard of it.’ Also at the 
moment at the local Methodist 
church there is, on an exchange 
visit, a minister from Michigan. 
On a visit to our branches both he 
and his wife were made honorary 
members of Loughton, which de- 
lighted them both, so with plenty 
of literature and the July Point 
Three they will return home to 
spread the ‘gospel’. 

May I take this opportunity of 
expressing my own real pleasure 
at the new tone of our magazine 
under your guidance, and I most 
certainly support the views ex- 
pressed in the letter entitled ‘New 
Life’ in the May issue from the late 
Harold Howe of Sevenoaks. 

On the other hand, I must ex- 
press a personal regret, shared, I 
know, by others, that the pro- 
bationary period for Toc H mem- 
bership is not insisted upon. The 
lowering of standards may be 
‘mod’ but not desirable: see A 
Dream Come True and reflect upon 
the basis from which Toc H was 
born, This is all old fashioned, I 
know, but if ever our society 
generally was in need of ‘old- 
fashioned’ standards it is today. 
Having been a member for 40 
years, I regret to see the ‘sign on 
the dotted line’ rule of member- 
shtp, even though safeguarded by 
sponsorship. 

Stan Porrett, Loughton, Essex 


Front-page news 


This Jubilee year is, without a 
shadow of doubt, a year in which 
we can really put Toc H on the 
map-the worldwide one. If cach 
and every man and woman do 
their stuff, we can become a house- 
hold name. For all too long we 
have suffered as an organisation 
through little or no publicity. Too 
many times we have not caught 
the front page. It’s high time we 


did, but let’s not spoil it by de- 
tracting our attention from the 
world’s everyday needs by con- 
stantly bombarding us with the 
details of the finance we need to 
go on. We all know that finance is 
difficult-but there remains, as 
ever, a strong need for courage in 
this dark world to go out and work 
for the advancement of the King- 
dom of God and a peaceful world. 

Let’s all, each and every one of 
us, make a new resolution before 
the end of Jubilce year to pull out 
the stops everywhere to really get 
Toc H kicking, 


Geoffrey Heathcock 
Saffron Walden, Essex 


Farewell 


May I crave the courtesy of your 
columns? I hope very much that 
by the time this might appear I 
shall have written personally to all 
who have been kind enough to 
write to me or whom I know to 
have had a share in the over- 
whelming generosity with which 
the Region despatched me. As my 
son-in-law commented: ‘They 
must have been glad to see you 
go!’ 

However, there may be some of 
whom I am not aware or who miss 
my letter of thanks to their branch. 
To them I would like to say how 
deeply grateful I am. The gener- 
osity of all the gifts was beyond 
words but it was the relationship 
they symbolised that I cherish 
most of all. That can never wear 
out-though the gifts were pretty 
durable too! 

Whatever I have been able to 
do for Toc H and its members as 
a full-timer is far outweighed by 
that which they have done for me 
and it is that for which I want to 
say thank you, every bit as much 
as for the tangible expressions of 
it. As Tubby used to say, how- 
ever, perhaps more appropriately, 
‘I do not thank you-I thank God 
for you? 


Colin Campbell 
Retiring Regional Executive Officer 
of the South East 


Tubby’s sanctuary 


The main building and nucleus of 
the Botton Camphill Village near 
Danby, Yorkshire, was formerly 
Botton Hall. Its significance for 
Toc H is that, when occupied as 
a private residence (before the 
foundation of the Trust), on many 
occasions it afforded ‘sanctuary’ 
for Tubby when he needed rest 
and recuperation. When the 
family who owned it left to live 
elsewhere they gave the Hall to 
the Camphill Trust. 

Tubby’s visits to his great friends 
were always kept secret, although 
we might get to know of them 
afterwards, He visited no branches 
and received no visitors on these 
occasions and, in any case, it was 
understood that his privacy was to 
be respected. Here, in lovely moor- 
land scenery, and treated with 
every care and consideration by 
his kind hosts, he gained new 
health and strength-to wear him- 
self out again! 


Tom Baker, Middlesbrough, Yorks 


Food for thought 


Going to the dogs! 


Troon branch have turned to 
greyhound racing as a new way of 
raising funds, Says branch vice- 
chairman, Austin Manison, ‘I 
must make it quite clear, we have 
nothing whatever to do with 
gambling.’ The branch receives 
funds only from the gate takings 
and catering. Their last meeting 
brought in £29 and they sold 100 


pasties in minutes! 


In the public eye 


Queenstown members in Southern 
Africa are determined to keep 
Toc H in the public eye. As part 
of their work for Jubilee year they 
are having a “Thought for today’ 
in their local datly paper. This ser- 
vice only costs the branch about 
£2 per month and they have 
already found willing sponsors. 
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History is (not always) bunk! 


Crispin White 


Henry Ford is remembered for 
two things: for his condemnation 
of a study of the past and for the 
Model T motor-car, The im- 
portant thing is that Henry Ford 
is remembered and so perhaps 
history is not always bunk after 
all. 


For some time now I have found 
that it has been necessary to 
have photographic material- 
colour slides in particular—to 
illustrate the life of the Move- 
ment, Three years ago when I 
was asked to take part in a serics 
of television programmes I 
literally had to scour the country- 
side to find a few pictures to 
illustrate what I was talking 
about in that most visual of 
media—and there were very few 
pictures to be found. When a 
year ago we started to put to- 
gether the scripts for the new 
tape/slide programmes which 
werc launched last July we 
found that we had to consider 
building a slide library so that 
these programmes could be kept 
updated and a permanent record 
could be maintained. 


During the past year a number 
of interesting things have come 
to light: a unique collection of 
photographs (such as the one 
above), some of which were used 
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at the Westminster Festival in 
May. These are in a very bad 
state of preservation and need to 
be re-photographed so that this 
part of the Movement’s history 
will not disappear into oblivion. 


I have also been looking through 
some old copies of the Toc H 
Journal and have found frequent 
mention of a set of film strips 
available for purchase showing 
pictures of the Old House and 
Poperinge. Now I have never 
seen any of these but I have a 
feeling that there must be copies 
of them about somewhere. 


So it has been agreed that we set 
up a slide library and Iam 
going to try to do this. To suc- 
ceed it will need everyone’s 
assistance. How can you help? 
Will you please search around 
and find all the photographs 
that you have of the life of Toc H? 
Tt does not matter what form 
they are in: black-and-white 
prints, old magic lantern slides, 
colour prints or very modern 
colour slides. Will you please 
lend them to us? We do not 
want to keep your originals, 
Instead we shall make copies 
and return your originals to you 
undamaged, We want any kind 
of picture, of any subject, age 
and condition. If you are doubt- 


ful about the quality of the 
picture or whether we shall be 
interested, send it along and lct 
us make the decision-it is quite 
surprising what can be donc to 
redeem an old fading photo- 
graph with modern techniques. 
Please do make a search your- 
selves and see what you can 
come up with and get your 
branches to search their old 
dusty cupboards! And please 
give us as much information as 
you can about where and when 
the pictures were taken, and the 
names of people featured. 


It may take us a week or two 
to cope with the rush that we 
hope to get, so do not be sur- 
prised if they do not come back 
immediately~but they will be 
safely returned. 


We would like to establish a 
regular pattern from now: so in 
future when you take colour 
slides of Toc H activities, will 
you let us borrow them for a day 
or two so that we can see if there 
is anything we would like for the 
library? But please continue to 
send your current black-and- 
white photographs to Point Three- 
otherwise we'll have a very dull 
magazine! 


Every picture in the library will 
be indexed and will have full 
details recorded, When you 
want pictures of particular 
activities for your publicity 
purposes, you will be able to 
contact us and we shall be able 
to produce copies for your use 
by means of an efficient retrieval 
system. The library, therefore, 

is not just a historical archive- 
ifit were, Henry Ford would 
have had a point-rather it is 
intended to be a working servant 
of the whole Movement, Please 
send all your pictures to this 
address: The Rev Crispin M 
White, 68 Thorpe Park Road, 
Peterborough pE3 613. 


BOOK REVIEW 


Community Service: 

A teacher’s handbook 
Colin Slough 

With more and more schools feel- 
ing it’s a “good thing’ to include 
community service in the curricu- 
lum, it is encouraging to find a 
teachers’ handbook that not only 
justifies why it should be a good 
thing, but also gives lots of prac- 
tical ideas for teachers, often ven- 
turing into a world which is a far 
cry from the academic one to 
which they are accustomed, 

However, the course outlined 
in this book is anchored firmly in 
the realm of religious education. 
Let not the cynics say this is just 
one more gimmick in education, 
nor the ‘religious’ among us pro- 
test that this is one more missed 
opportunity for teaching ‘the 
Word’, It is a response to the kind 
of society we find ourselves in to- 
day, where, superficially, religion 
has little relevance to most people. 
It is also in line with the current 
revolution in theology, where no 
longer do we start with doctrine, 
but with personal experience. 

The course builds up an aware- 
ness of need within our society and 
develops a sense of belonging to 
the community through involving 
pupils in practical activities. 
Parallel with this is adequate 
preparation and follow-up of the 
pupils’ experiences by worksheets, 
discussion and speakers. 

Being brought face to face with 
fundamentals of human experience 
and with life itself, pupils will be 
given a far more relevant base for 
religious education. RE today is 
not primarily to give the answers, 
but to ensure the important ques- 
tions are actually asked, with the 
hope that this leads to a deeper 
understanding of the nature and 
purpose of life and religion. 

Very readable. Were I still 
teaching I would be leaping for 
joy! 

Religious Education Press: Perga- 
mon 1974, £1-80. 


Sue Cumming 


PERSONALITY POINT 


Jeff Bird 


Twenty-one-year-old Jeff Bird has 
recently arrived from New Zea- 
land to join the South Eastern 
Regional staff. 

A New Zealander by birth, Jeff 
comes from Wairarapa—meaning 
‘Glistening Waters’—a small farm- 
ing district close to the capital, 
Wellington, He went into banking 
but before long was dissatisfied 
with that career. 

Hearing about Toc H in Eng- 
land (and seeing a copy of Point 
Three) he decided to set out for 
this country. He had also been to 
the World Chain of Light Service 
in Wellington in 1973, which had 
impressed him, and had met Ken 
Ward. 

Jeff worked for seven months 
with Peter East on Tower Hill, 
living at Talbot House, He helped 
to run holiday camps for Bengalis 
from Spitalfields and, with the 
residents of Talbot House, ran a 
weck’s project for local elderly 
people. They called it the Golden 
Oldies Week and arranged day- 
trips to the seaside and Epping 
Forest. 

Then Jeff went back to New 
Zealand for a few months, but, he 
said: ‘I missed Toc H so much I 
decided to come back.’ 

So he returned in May, a week 
before the Festival, and is now 
back at Talbot House while he 
works through his training pro- 
gramme, After Christmas he will 
be given a specific field job in the 
South East Region. 

All the best and good luck, Jeff. 


Ged Bates 


MENS 
Welcome to Ged Bates who has 
joined the staff to work in the 
West Midlands & South Wales 
Region. 

Ged tells us: ‘I’m 21 years old, 
a Brummie born and bred and 
very proud of it. I am engaged to 
be married to a super student 
nurse, a coloured girl, who is 
Catholic like me.’ 

Ged found out about Toc H 
through seeing a projects poster at 
university. He followed up his first 
project two years ago by going on 
several week-end projects, and last 
summer led the children’s play- 
scheme at the Paderborn Services 
Club in Germany. He’s just back 
from running the one in Verden 
this year. 

Listing his interests as beer and 
football, he says he also enjoys folk 
music, loves the countryside and 
the sea and is a keen bird-watcher. 
He has just graduated from Bir- 
mingham University—congratula- 
tions! ‘When I began university’, 
he says, ‘I wanted to be a social 
worker but now think much more 
can be achieved through volun- 
tary organisations like Toc H. I 
don’t like the ‘professional’ ele- 
ment that is emerging in social 
work today; I’m a great believer 
in local community involvement 
and the role of the volunteer. I see 
a really big and worthwhile future 
for Toc H-I would like to be part 
of that. Toc H is the greatest 
opportunity I’ve had so far in my 
life.’ 

Good luck to you! 
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WHITE 
LION 
CTREET 
FREE 
SCHOOL 


Sue McWilliam 


Did you ever hate 
having to go to 
school, reluctantly 
dragging yourself 
out of bed for nine 
o’clock? 


Forty-seven chil- 
dren:in North 
London have no 
such problem. 
For, quite simply, 
they don’t have 
to go. 


They are the pupils of the White 
Lion Strect Free School, Isling- 
ton, an independent registered 
school which maintains that its 
children are free to attend when 
they like and free to learn what 
they like. 


Sally, one of the stall, explains: 
‘The children need independence 
to learn. Force someone to do 
something and you immediately 
take away the autonomy which 
is essential for learning. 


‘Our job is not to tell the children 
what to learn but to help them 
choose for themselves. We define 
learning as developing the capa- 
city for choice and control.’ 
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The free school asserts that a 
learner will only take initiatives 
in areas which he finds of interest 
to him, But he may not be aware 
of more than a few of his poten- 
tial interests. It is the teacher’s 
task to identify them for him 

and offer the scope for learning 
about them, 


The school was started three 
years ago by a group of 20- 
among them teachers and edu- 
cational journalists—who were 
disillusioned with the con- 
ventional education system, 
They chose a depressed area of 
Islington where they could rent 
an old house from the council 
for £100 per year and opened 


the school on private trust moncy. 


Now there is a hard core of 
eight staff who pay themselves 
£17 per week and who work 

43 weeks of the year, They all 
share equal status and there is no 
head teacher. 


It is the social values instilled 

by the State education system 
which they dispute, as well as 
the relevance of much of the 
information commonly taught. 
‘The best thing we could do’, 
says Sally, ‘is to give the children 
a fecling that they are in control 
of their lives. Other schools 
teach children that decisions are 
made for them-the school tells 
them what to learn, the council 
tells them where to live, the boss 
pushes them around at work- 

so that they end up thinking that 
their whole lives are nothing 

to do with them,’ 


At the free school the children’s 
lives are very much to do with 
them, for they literally run the 
school in partnership with the 
teachers and parents, All con- 
cerns (except major financial 
matters) are brought to the 
weekly school mecting, which is 
chaired by one of the older 
children. 


There are only 47 children in 
the school, 12 of whom form the 
nursery (or the ‘noisery’, as they 
call it) which is managed by two 
qualified playgroup leaders, 


The children all live very close 
and are in fact supposed to come 
from within a 500-yard radius, 
Bob, the bearded maths teacher, 
explained: ‘If they live a long 
way away, they’re less likely to 
come. A few kids live 14 miles 
away and we don’t see them 
much. Also, we like to see the 
parents, usually every day.’ 


With a ratio of about 1:6 (staff: 
children), close friendships are 
easily formed. Michael, my 
14-year-old guide, was proud 

to tell me: ‘You can call the 
teachers by their Christian 
names.’ Each teacher is allocated 
six children and is specially 
responsible for their progress, 
Sally is conscious of her responsi- 
bility and says she is persistent 

in persuading her children to 
read. 


Photo: Anaela Phillios 
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In the morning everyone is 
expected to settle down to some 
‘basic skill’ work: reading, 
writing or arithmetic. Most of 
the children are apparently 
settled by about ten o’clock, 
apart from a few latecomers 
who can usually be found making 
toast. In the afternoon they 
have a choice of many different 
activities, and often go on out- 
ings, for example to the local 
bakery and town hall, 


The children all do a consider- 
able amount of writing (which 
surprised me) and they also doa 
lot of ‘resource-based learning’ 
using current periodicals and 
newspapers. Each term the older 
ones tackle an ‘information 
topic’ which they have to re- 
search themselves. On the wall 


of the English room a poster 
read: 
For the older group. This lerm you 
can learn about : 

Jobs 

school and freedom 

war and fighling 

other worlds 

the Angel improvements 

food 

some religions 

Darwin and the origin of life 

Cornwall 
(The school was going to Corn- 
wall for its annual camping 


holiday.) 


The English room is one of 
several specialist rooms, There 
is also the science room, the 
pottery room, the ‘noisery’ and 
the art room on the top floor. 
The last is a glorious muddle of 


old stage props, bicycle wheels, 
paper, books and pictures, all 
manged by Phalen who 

made the papier-mache lion 
above the front door. 


The whole building looks as if 

it belongs to children. It certainly 
doesn’t look like any other 

school I have ever been in, The 
Georgian housc (a 200-ycar-old 
listed historic building) is painted 
gaudily from top to bottom, 
inside and out, in vivid crimson, 
orange, purple, yellow, green 

and turquoise, 


The staff did all the painting 
themselves, before the school 
opened. As the children of the 
area spend most of their waking 
lives on the streets, it was not 


long before they came to investi- 
gate and brought their parents 
along to have a look. All the 
children were accepted on a 
first come, first served basis. 


Many of them, it seems, were 
sent because they were not 
getting on at a State school. 
The staff, however, are quick to 
point out that the children are 
not ‘special cases’: not delin- 
quents or serious truants. 


Several parents help regularly 
at the school, either with the 
afternoon activities and outings 
or with lunch. They can also 
take part in the evening pro- 
gramme: films on Mondays, 
visitors’ evening on Tuesdays, 
the communal dinner on Wednes- 
days, Phalen’s art class on 
Thursdays, Josie’s disco on Fri- 
days, and outings (or repairing 
the building) on Saturdays, 
Sunday is the only free day, 


It is clear that, if they so choose, 
the parents can have a strong 
influence over their child’s 
education, They can even avail 
themselves of the same learning 
facilities: such as studying for 
English Language ‘O’ levels, 
pottery, typing and driving. 


Street centre 

The staff are keen to encourage 
their neighbours to share in 
activities at the school. ‘We 
often regret that we called it a 
school’, says Sally, ‘as we are 
really trying to create something 
different, It’s really a street 
centre where people of all ages 
can meet and benefit from what- 
ever facilities are available; 
identify and perhaps even meet 
their needs.’ 


Undoubtedly, the street centre 
idea could offer much to people 
who, living in a depressed area, 
fee] pretty hopeless about their 
lives. At the moment the White 
Lion Street Free School is a 
source of great enthusiasm in 

the community, The local tenants’ 
association uses the school’s 
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printing resources and until _ 
recently met in the school build- 
ing. And there was talk of starting 
a food-buying co-operative and 

a community garage. 


But whatever the plans for the 
future, is the school successful 
now? Do the children attend 
and do they learn? 


The Education Act of 1944 
stipulates that a child must 
receive full-time education 

which it defines as 400 sessions 
(morning or afternoon) a year. 
In the first 10 months of opening, 
some children had attended 500 
sessions, and no child, the staff 
claim, poses an attendance 
problem, They say that children 
have the opportunity to attend 

in a year for almost twice the 
hours they could in a conventional 
school. 


Spud says: 

This is what Spud, aged 12, 
wrote about learning: ‘We will 
show people that we can learn a 
lot. In this school you can do 
what you want, I don’t mean 
that you can get away from 
work. You don’t get forced to 
work, but most of the kids like 
the work so at most times nearly 
everyone is working,’ 


When the children leave they 
will probably go into the samc 
jobs as they would have gone 
into from State schools, mostly 
on the factory floor in Islington, 
Whether they will develop into 
more mature, self-disciplined 
adults than their State school 
counterparts it is probably too 
carly to say, 


None of the children to whom I 
spoke expressed much interest 
in their previous State schools, 
and I doubt that they learnt 
much as a result, I would think 
that they must do better in a 
place which they feel belongs to 
them and for which they feel 

a measure of responsibility-and 
where, above all, the teachers 
are their friends, 


| rr Ac pn 


The teachers wham I met im- 
pressed me by their concern [or 
the children. They do not appear 
as naive idcalists trying to ‘over- 
throw the system’, but are trying 
to do something practical to 
demonstrate that, in their opinion, 
the conventional system has 
failed, at any rate for the child- 
ren in Islington, and that it can 
be replaced by something better, 
Undoubtedly it is hard to keep 
the school running. Bob admitted 
that ‘the survival and day-to-day 
running of the school takes so 
much time...so we’re not pro- 
viding as much as we could.’ 


Mode! for the future 

In Islington the free school 
works well, It is more difficult to 
envisage it as a model for a 
national system—although Sally 
says she would like to see a 
community free school on cvery 
street. 


One problem which will always 
dog a small venture such as this 
is money. As an independent 
school, the Inner London Edu- 
cation Authority is not legally 
obliged to support it (although 
it does give a small grant to- 
wards free school meals and 
milk). Islington social services 
committee have supported its 
non-educational expenditure, 
but otherwise the school is forced 
to rely on private grants, 


The school is redoubling its 
efforts to get funds from the 
ILEA, claiming, I think with 
justification, that it is an impor- 
tant experiment with many 
lessons to offer to the develop- 
ment of urban education, 


Robert, aged 14, agrees: ‘The 
things we do are not only the 
ones that we need but also the anes 
we want to do just because we'd 
like to do them. The only thing 
that stops us doing those things 
more often than we do is the 
moncy situation.... About 
February (1973) I started and 
ever since then I’ve enjoyed 
every minute.’ 


Britain needs 
you 


Ronnie Symons continues his 
analysis of our country’s 
problems and suggests what 
Toc H members could do to 
help. 


Strategy for the Seventies rcaffirmed 
the aims of Toc H as being 
Fellowship, Service, Fairminded- 
ness and the Kingdom of God, 
and saw Toc H working as 
‘yeast in the community’ to 
achieve these aims for its mem- 
bers and, through them, for the 
community as a whole, Toc H 
has always been a neighbour- 
hood movement, concerned not 
only to provide services to the 
community but also, more 
importantly, to help the com- 
munity to learn how to provide 
services for itself and in the pro- 
cess to grow in strength and 
understanding and tolerance. 


With such aims and methods of 
working, Toc H has naturally 
expressed itself primarily in 
personal service: for the under- 
privileged; for the handicapped, 
the sick and the lonely; for 
children; for ex-prisoners; for 
the down-and-out; for un- 
married mothers; for all those 
who are in any way lonely or 
unfortunate or cast out, Our 
magazine bears monthly witness 
to the wonderful work which 
Toc H has done and is doing in 
these fields. For a society which 
is unequivocally Christian, it is 
not surprising that this should 
be so; it is following Christ’s 
teaching. 


But personal service is not the 
only commitment in the Second 
Point of the Compass; nor is the 
Second the only Point. Toc H is 
concerned not only with personal 
service but with the promotion 
of understanding, the lessening 
of prejudice and the elimination 
of conflict. No one would dispute 
that misunderstanding, prejudice 
and conflict are widespread in 


our society today; or that these 
are manifestations of our pursuit 
for €ver-improving living stan- 
dards. If they could be eliminated, 
values would be changed. Their 
continued existence is a chal- 
lenge to Toc H today, 


Toc H came into existence 
because of just such a challenge. 
Our Founder Padre was decply 
moved by the selflessness of all 
those who served in the First 
World War and by the readiness 
of all ranks, faced with a common 
danger, to forget their class 
differences and to work together 
for a common cause—the winning 
of the war. The new Jerusalem 
of the founders of Toc H was the 
elimination of class consciousness 
and the creation of a society 
which was willing to work to- 
gether equally selflessly for a 
better life for all its members. 
Those of us who had the privilege 
of coming into Toc H in the 
1920s were moved by this chal- 
lenge. 


Much was achieved in the years 
that followed. By 1954 the For- 
ward Committce felt able to 
express the view that the ‘fra- 
ternal and egalitarian basis of 
Toc H’ was a commonplace in 
the society of the day. 


But the Committee went on to 
say that there existed new ten- 
sions in society which were every 
bit as severe as the class distinc- 
tions of the ’20s. These tensions, 
they claimed, were to be found 
between races, in family life, and 
between employers and employed. 


Twenty years later these ten- 
sions still exist; indeed they have 
become even more severe. What 
is more, just as in the °20s there 
were thousands ready and willing 
to respond to the challenge put 
to them by Toc H, so in the ’70s 
there are hundreds of thousands 
who are profoundly disturbed by 
the steadily worsening rclations 
between the two sides of industry, 
by the increasing disruption of 
family life and by the deteriora- 
tion in race relations; who sce 


these tensions as one of the 
manifestations of the materialism 
in our society, and who would 
respond to this new challenge if 
Toc H were to put it to them. 


The First Point of the Compass 
commits us to ‘lessen by habit of 
thought, word and decd the 
prejudices which divide men’. 

In 1954 the number of immi- 
grants living in this country was 
much smaller than it is today 
and they were more concentrated 
in local areas. It was said that 
racial prejudice was a problem 
too remote from most branches 
and that there was little point in 
suggesting that they might give 
it their attention. Today there 
can be few of the 12,000 Toc H 
members who do not see or meet 
or talk to Indians, Pakistanis, 
West Africans, West Indians or 
other people of non-British stock. 
And there can be none who has 
not seen something of these 
people and their problems on 
television. 


Without them much of our 
public transport, our hospitals 
and many other public services 
would cease to function. It is 
most unlikely that anyone who 
has been in hospital will not have 
had reason to be grateful for the 
skill of an Asian doctor or the 
cheerful care of an African or 
West Indian nurse. And yet we 
allow them to feel apart and to 
suffer job discrimination; and 
we stay quiet while distinguished 
politicians fulminate against 
them. 


Is there any reason why all our 
900 branches should not include 
in their programme of work and 
service a conscious effort to get 
to know the coloured people in 
their community, to understand 
their problems, and to make 
them feel that Toc H at least 
will have nothing to do with 
programmes of mass repatria- 
tion? As Barkis wrote, ‘To Con- 
quer Hate would be to end the 
strife of all the ages, but for men 
to know one another is not diffi- 
cult and it is Half the Battle.’ 
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NEWS 
point 


News, cartoons, crosswords and 
photos (clear black and white, please) 
are always welcome. Please send to: 
Editorial Office, 1 Forest Close, 
Wendover, Bucks HP22 6BT. 


Port Penrhyn 


lease signed 


Toc H has signed a 50-year Icase 
of the East Wing of the Old Slate 
Warehouse, Port Penrhyn, The 
cost of converting the warehouse 
for use as a Toc H training and 
conference centre is one of the 
objects of the special Diamond 
Jubilee Appeal. 

The property has been obtained 
at a much lower rental than ori- 
ginally anticipated. In return we 
have agreed to meet all, instead 
of part, of the cost of converting 
the building to our requirements. 
This cost is estimated at about 
£35,000. This explains the rise in 
the target for the appeal and at 
the same time underlines its 
urgency, However, if every mem- 
her gives, or raises, just £5 as a 
‘thank you’ for 60 years of Toc H, 
the increased amount can be 
raised easily. The Central Execu- 
tive has accepted the higher target 
in the knowledge that the Move- 
ment wants this opportunity of 
commemorating our Diamond 
Jubilee year and in the belief that 
the challenge will be met by us all, 
————————— 


The Toc H Anstey Band gave a good 
note to the Headquarters garden 
party at Wendover. Members came 
from as far afield as Yorkshire and 
Devonshire for what promises to be 
an annual event 

Photo: Scott Shaw 
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News from Leatherhead 


Leatherhead branch has been busy 
arranging projects with the Royal 
School for the Blind: a visit to the 
Kneller Hall Military Band Con- 
cert, regular bingo sessions, weekly 
letter-writing and three cricket 
matches, Branch secretary, Arthur 
Allman, writes to say: ‘These 
matches resulted in a win for the 
School but stiff limbs for the 
branch members,’ They also 
arranged an outing to Leather- 
head for the Ealing Toc H Blind 
Club in June, and, says Arthur: 
‘This annual event is invariably 
blessed with fine weather so if any- 
one is planning holidays for 1976 
we could let you know next year’s 
date for a price!” 


Think ahead 


The new South Devon District 
held its first joint get-together at 
Salcombe in July, when most of 
the 10 branches were represented. 
Ronald Hampshire, District chair- 
man, writes to say: ‘This was a 
good start as it was the only really 
wet day in a near-perfect summer,’ 
Members discussed possibilities of 
extension and ideas for a joint pro- 
ject to develop a sense of unity. 
Henry Buckland, treasurer of 


Paignton branch, gave such a clear 
talk on finance that the meeting 
immediately gave authority for a 
more realistic budget to be pre- 
pared by the District Executive, 


Essex Show 


With fine June weather and 1,000 
salads served, Toc H made a great 
success of their Stockmen’s Can- 
teen Tent at the Essex Show. 

Every year Chelmsford branch 
organises a cantecn tent for the 
stockmen and staff, display teams 
and exhibitors. The branch ropes 
in over 100 friends and relatives, 
and other branches in the district 
help as well. 

This year the Show was busier 
than ever and Toc H made a turn- 
over of over £1,100. The profits 
will be divided between the Dia- 
mond Jubilee Appeal Fund and 
Toc H work in the South East 
Region. 


Lords call for 
co-operation 


An exceptionally long debate in 
the House of Lords at the end of 
June resulted in unanimous recog- 
nition of the importance of volun- 
tary service and stressed the need 
for voluntary organisations to co- 
operate with one another and with 
the statutory agencies. Too many 
charities still overlap in the ser- 
vices they provide. Speakers also 
called for more continuity in 
government grants, for tax relief 
for expenses incurred in a charit- 
able cause, and for the indexing of 
staff salarics, 


Diane Hughes. Queen of the Toc H 
Carnival at Corwen, Gwynedd 
Photo: Denbighshire Free Press 


The shame of two million 


About two million adults in Britain 
have an embarrassing problem 
which can severely affect their 
lives: they arc unable to read. 

They are not foreigners or immi- 
grants and most of them are not 
mentally deficient, yet as far as 
the written word is concerned, 
they might as well be in a forcign 
country. 

We can help them, This month 
the BBC starts a threc-ycar TV 
series to teach adults to read, but 
most of the real work will be done 
locally by volunteers who will act 
as tutors—perhaps Toc H people? 

There’s a weekly 10-minute TV 
programme and a workbook for 
the students and a weckly radio 
programme and handbook for 
tutors. Volunteers are also needed 
to help run student referral ser- 
vices and distribute workbooks. 

Physically handicapped people- 
with whom many branches have 
close contacts—will come into their 
own, as the scheme needs brains, 
not dexterity, and they can play a 
really valuable part. 

Contact your local authority 
education department for further 
details of the project in your area; 
failing that, contact: Jenny Ste- 
vens, Further Education Officer, 
Adult Literacy Project, BBC Fur- 


ther Education Department, Lon- 
don wla laa, 

Students’ course: ‘On the Move’, 
BBCl , Starting Sunday 12 October, 
6.05-6.15, repeated on Thursdays 
12.15 pm and Saturdays 10.25 am. 

Tutors’ course: Radio 3, starting 
Tuesday 28October,7.00-7.30p.m. 
Tutors’ Adult Literacy Handbook 
(price £1-10 plus postage) and 
Students’ Workbook (price £1 plus 
postage) available from bookshops 
and BBC Further Education, PO 
Box 234, London SEI. 

Other BBC education pro- 
grammes planned for 1975-76 
which might interest you include: 

It’s Catching: a week-end 
magazine programme offering 
new ideas for leisure interests; also 
news of opportunitics in adult 
education. Fridays 6.30-7.10 pm, 
Radio 3, 3 October (20 pro- 
grammes). 

Citizens’ Advice: training for 
volunteers working in Citizens’ 
Advice Bureaux and similar coun- 
selling centres. Tuesdays 7.00- 
7.30pm, Radio 3 (five pro- 


grammes), 13 January. 
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TO THE POINT 


m An enthusiastic publicity cam- 
paign by Oakley branch, Fife, 
really paid dividends in the form 
of eight new members. 


m Representing Toc H this year at 
the Royal Garden Party at Buck- 
ingham Palace were Ken and 
Barbara Prideaux-Brune, and 
Harry and Evelyn Brier. 


m A party of elderly citizens from 
Highams Park, East London, were 
recently taken on an outing to 
Westcliff-on-Sea, organised by 
their local Toc H branch with help 
from the Walthamstow Rotary 
Club. 


m Another outing, this time organ- 
ised by Toc H at Stowmarket, 
Suffolk, when 40 senior citizens 
were taken by coach to Dover- 
court and Harwich. Then on to 
Flatford Mill for tea. 


m In June, Martock members, 
David and May Harris, opened 
their bungalow and garden to 150 
members and friends from the 
mid-Somerset District. 


m The Bradford Choral Society 
entertained a party of 200 old age 
pensioners at a concert and tea 
party organised by Ecclesfield 
Toc H. 


m At the local hospital fête, Dover 
women’s branch raised £50 with 
their Common Market stall to- 
wards special amenities for the 
hospital’s patients. 


m A party ofseverely disabled men 
enjoyed a day’s outing organised 
by Southdown District. They went 
to Uckfield where the local branch 
gave them tea. 


191 Scout funds and the local Toc H 
holiday for the blind. The Toc H 
challenge cup for the best-decorated 
float was won by the 122 Shire- 
hampton Brownie Pack 


Custer visits Sitting Bull at the 
Shirehampton annual carnival-a 
daunting prospect for any photo- 
Grapher. Not that these members of 
the 191 Shirehampton Cub-Scouts 
were camera shy! The carnival 
profit will be divided between the 


g A Jubilee Service is to be held 
at the Parish Church of St Nicho- 
Jas and Faith, Saltash, Cornwall, 
at 2.30pm on 12 October, with 
a get-together in the church hall. 
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Homes for 
the Elderly 


Next month sees the launch of 
Age Action Year: a national 
publicity campaign designed to 
draw attention to the problems 
of ageing and to stimulate local 
initiatives to enable elderly 
people to lead more satisfying 
lives. Age Action Year is mobi- 
lising the support of charities, 
statutory and professional orga- 
nisations already working with 
elderly people and hopes to 
gather financial and practical 
support for their activities. No 
doubt, as Age Action Year 1976 
gets under way, local Toc H 
branches may want to be 
involved in the campaign. 

Here we turn to one particular 
area of need which has con- 
cerned many Toc H members 
for some time: housing. George 
Liddle, who has been looking 
into the possibility of providing 
housing for the elderly, replies 
to the recent correspondence in 
Point Three. 


An article about homes for the 
elderly published in Point Three 
in October 1973 began with 
these words: ‘That there is a 
widespread desire among the 
membership to do something 
about the needs of the elderly 
has been clearly shown in letters 
written to Point Three during the 
past year.’ 


Letters in recent issues have 
evidenced that this desire has 
by no means withered away. 
This continued interest is wel- 
come indeed, but not so welcome 
is the fact that the only positive 
suggestion made in any of them 
was the call for ‘someone to pull 
their finger out and give a lead. 
If indeed we still have leaders’, 
Well, of course, we still do have 
leaders, B D Brown for one, 

and we might fairly ask what he 
is doing about this, apart from 
writing letters calling for action 
from others. 
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is fair to ask this question 
eia in the article of October 
1973 I pointed out that the 
urgent need is for urban sites 
suitable for development of 
sheltered housing schemes. I then 
suggested that Toc H branches 
could perhaps help to find these 
and gave details of the require- 
ments. The single branch which 
reacted to this suggestion was 
Crediton in Devon. 


The response from Crediton 
came very quickly and was 
handled promptly by Head- 
quarters. Through the branch, 
a Crediton Charitable Trust 
offered a site which was con- 
sidered suitable for the purpose. 
Contact was at once made with 
the Voluntary Service Housing 
Society with whom we had 
established friendly relations 
and a joint inspection of the site 
was made. To the considerable 
disappointment of all parties, 
agreement could not be reached 
between the architects and the 
Planning Authority and this 
project had to be abandoned. 
This bitter setback had to be 
swallowed for it would have been 
unpardonably irresponsible to 
have persisted with a scheme 
which could not prove to be 
fully satisfactory, 


This is now history, although a 
local committee is continuing to 
look at alternative proposals, 
but let us not fail to remember 
the two good things which 
eventuated: first, that Crediton 
branch promptly seized the 
initiative and did not wait for 
‘someone, somewhere, to do 
something’; second, that our 
working friendship with Volun- 
tary Service Housing was 
strengthened, and we have 
every reason to think that this 
happy state will continue. 


No profit for members 

So now to the present and the 
future, At the outset let us be 
clear about an important point 
respecting the finances of Toc H 
over which some members 
appear to be considerably con- 


fused. Paragraph 2 of Clause 6 
of our Charter states: ‘ That 
income and property of Toc H 
(whencesoever derived) shall be 
applied solely towards the promotion 
of the objects of Toc H and no por- 
lion thereof shall be paid or trans- 
Jerred directly or indirectly by way of 
profit to its members.’ 


The use of Toc H funds to pro- 
vide any material benefits for 
any of its members would clearly 
be in breach of this and would 
have a very serious adverse cffect 
on the standing of the Move- 
ment. The provision of sheltered 
housing for the sole use of elderly 
members would constitute such a 
benefit. We must be realistic 
about this, no moneys have been 
contributed either by the public 
or by the members themselves 

to provide benefits for the mem- 
bers of Toc H; these moneys 
have been provided to further 
the objects of Toc H, which are 
not, and should not be, in any 
degree the material benefit of its 
members. 


There have been some indica- 
tions that the Housing Cor- 
poration may wish to discourage 
the proliferation of a number of 
small housing societies and give 
preference to larger societies 
which are engaged in the build- 
ing and operation of a number of 
schemes, It seems that this 
preference for concentrating 
effort in bigger societies is due to 
the vital necessity for using the 
available funds to the greatest 
advantage by reducing as far as 
possible the overheads of in- 
dividual schemes. One of the 
growing societies which already 
has 16 schemes in course of 
development is Voluntary Ser- 
vice Housing. There are of 
course other societies of equal 
and indeed greater size but no 
apology is made for making 
particular reference to this 
society because its principal 
officers arc known to us and they 
have expressed and shown their 
willingness and ability to work 
with Toc H. This is something 
very much worth having if we 
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are going to take any action 
in this field. 


Not for amateurs 

It cannot be over-emphasised 
that the organisation of a housing 
socicty, the development of 
sheltered housing schemes and 
the management of the finished 
complexes demand the services 
of a band of experts such as can 
be found in Voluntary Service 
Housing. Let there be no mistake 
about this, the provision of 
sheltered housing is not an 
operation which can be success- 
fully undertaken by amateurs, 
however enthusiastic and kind- 
hearted they may be. The skills 
of trained and practised pro- 
fessionals are required at all 
stages from inception through to, 
and including, the management 
of sheltered housing projects, 


It is estimated that the cost 
today of providing a good stan- 
dard sheltered housing complex 
of 30 units would be in the 
neighbourhood of £300,000. 
The commitment of sums of this 
magnitude, whether from official 
or charitable sources, could not 
be undertaken without the sure 
knowledge that the necessary 
types of expertise would be 
engaged on the project through- 
out each and every stage. 


Dame Elizabeth Ackroyd has 
been appointed Chief Executive 
of the Voluntary Service Housing 
Society, which provides flats for 
old people in need, especially 
for those who have spent their 
lives at home or abroad in 
voluntary or poorly paid com- 
munity service. Dame Elizabeth 
herself considers that such people 
have a special call on our help 
and sympathy, So here we 
already have in existence a 
sheltered housing society whose 
objects are clearly to provide 
sheltered housing for the sort of 
people the writers of letters to 
Point Three seck to help. Do 
elderly Toc H members really 
want to be scgregated and live in 
tight little circles of their own, 
rather than continue living with 


and working with and for other 
people? It is not possible to 
believe that this is the reward 
for which members of Toc H 
look in their old age. Do they 
not deserve help in the presenta- 


tion of the wider horizons which 
are theirs? 


The article of October 1973 was 
largely ignored and it is not 
unlikely that what has been 
written here will also be ignored, 
Nevertheless, in the hope that 
some note will now be taken, 

I quote from the 1973 article, 
that where Voluntary Service 
Housing is providing housing 
and day centres: ‘A major con- 
tribution which we (Toc H) can 
make is in developing personal 
relationships with both the resi- 
dents of the flats and the users 
of the day centres which are 
being established. The prime 
needs of elderly people are com- 
fortable living accommodation, 
day centres in which they can 
meet and find some fulfilment in 
their retirement, and the under- 
standing friendship of kindly 
people of all ages.’ This is no less 
true today and Toc H can and 
should contribute in this way to 
the well-being and happiness of 
old people irrespective of their 
background, not only to those 
who have enjoyed the privileges 
of membership of Toc H but also 
to the many more who have not 
experienced them, 


In recent months it has been 
decided that Voluntary Service 
Housing should he responsible 
only for housing and that re- 
sponsibility for the provision of 
day centres should become the 
direct responsibility of the parent 
charity, Voluntary and Christian 
Service, which launched Volun- 
tary Service Housing. The two 
organisations complement one 
another and will work to the 


same end of caring for the elderly. 


No commitment exists between 
Toc H and Voluntary Service 
Housing or Voluntary Christian 
Service but there is an under- 
standing friendship, based on 
common ideals of service. This 


should be fostered and it could 

in time, perhaps in a short time, 
result in very positive co-operation 
for the benefit of old people. 
Surely this is something that we 
can do; perhaps we might even 
leap with joy in the doing of it. 


One of the recent letters called 
for leadership. Well, Crediton 
has given a lead. Who will 
accept and follow that lead? 
Will Mansfield, Leicester, South- 
port or Charmouth follow up 
their letters and be the first to 
accept the lead and the chal- 
lenge which it presents? 


The someone, somewhere, who will 
do something should be, indeed must 
be, you-the people who care. 


The something which needs to 
be done is in four parts. 

1. Search for and find a suitable 
site and tell the Director of 

Toc H of this, sending him full 
particulars so that he can con- 
sider the proposal. If approved 
he will contact our Voluntary 
Service Housing friends and with 
them arrange for discussions and 
inspection of the site, 


2. If the outcome of these dis- 
cussions is favourable, arouse 
local interest in the scheme and 
create goodwill at an early stage. 
You may count on all possible 
support from the Public Relations 
Department and other services 

at Headquarters. 


3. When the plans are drawn 

and accepted, find out what 
additional amenities are desirable. 
Having agreed on these, raise the 
money to pay for them locally. 
(The amount required will not 
be great and raising it is unlikely 
to prove a heavy burden.) 


4. Accept the ongoing commit- 
ment to give personal friendship 
and service to the old people, 
whoever they may be, who come 
to live in the home which, largely 
by your initiative, has been 
established in your town, This is 
a Toc H responsibility but above 
all it is the direct responsibility 
of the local branch. 
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news point 


International Women’s Year was 
celebrated in Broadwater, Sussex, 
at an unusual branch meeting. 
The ladies dressed up as famous 
women-—among them Queen Boa- 
dicea, Martha Gunn and Mrs 
Beeton—and gave a short talk about 
their namesake. 


A strawberry tea was provided by 
Wigmore and Rainham men’s and 
women’s branches for about 90 
senior citizens. Local farmer Jim 
Gorf contributed the strawberries, 
which were ‘harvested’ by Toc H 
members. 


How about a District picnic? 
One hundred members and friends 
of Melton and Charnwood Dis- 
trict in Leicestershire went for a 
walk through the beautiful Brad- 
gate Park followed by a picnic tea 
provided by Loughborough Toc H. 
Afterwards a short service was 
held at nearby Newtown Linford. 


Gingerbread, the association of 
one-parent families, has taken a 
licence for a short period on Mark 
V at Southampton. The families 
moved in soon after our South- 
ampton District had held a garden 
party in the grounds. 


The Toc H Summer School in 
Bangor joined with members of 
Conway District in celebrating a 
Service of Thanksgiving at Bangor 
Cathedral in July. 


Leeds District raised £250 at a 
garden party held in the grounds 
of Rutland Lodge, a home for the 
handicapped. The money will be 
shared between the Lodge and 
Leeds District projects. 


Chippenham branch, Wiltshire, 
is helping to set up a tape service 
for the handicapped and blind in 
Bath. So far, six cassettes are dis- 
tributed to about 140 people each 
month, 
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The ‘T-rific’ walk 


Jill Dudman 


The jazz band struck up a tune 
and Jimmy Savile appeared to 
start the nine-mile walk from New- 
castle to Beamish Museum, with 
thousands of young people follow- 
ing him. The walk was to raise 
money for various charities, Toc H 
being one of them. 

To the amazement and frustra- 
tion of the Newcastle business- 
men, we crossed the Tyne by the 
Redheugh Bridge in the middle of 
the evening rush-hour, A quick 
stop at a checkpoint to get a little 
coloured spot stuck on our forms, 
then on to Whickham. We were 
still walking at a fair speed as we 
passed spectators gaping at the big 
chain of people. Eventually we 
reached an old railway line and 


the pace slowed down. 

‘Two miles to go, someone 
shouts, but two miles further on 
we can’t see Beamish. 

‘Ten minutcs more,’ another 
shouts, but after trudging onward 
for 10 minutes we still can’t sec 
any sign of civilisation. I wondered 
if we were part of a mass plan to 
help the population decrease! 
Perhaps we were to walk until we 
fell off the end of the road! That 
thought was abandoned as we 
arrived at Beamish and collected 
our certificates signed personally 
by Jimmy Savile. 

Where’s Jimmy? Being chased 
by scores of autograph hunters 
across the car park and on to the 
old tram! 


Cooking for Lightline 


Toc H New Zealand have brought 
out a Toc H Jubilee Cook Book. 
In it you can find anything from a 
Sausage Wotsitt to a Fillet Steak 
Hawaiian and you can swill it all 
down with a glass of home-made 
Tea Punch or how about some 
Hot Mulled Wine? The book has 
an excellent supplement telling 
readers about Toc H and it is 
being sold to help finance Light- 
line, the flashing-light scheme for 
the housebound in New Zealand. 

New Zealand also celebrated 
their Golden Jubilee with a Ser- 
vice of Thanksgiving in Christ- 
church Cathedral in June. 


Four Mayors at the party 


The Lord Mayor of Portsmouth 
and the Mayors of Gosport, 
Havant and Fareham joined the 
South East Hants District Jubilee 
celebrations at Portsmouth in 
June. 

There was a full week-end of 
celebrations, including a wine and 
cheese party in the Guildhall, a 
concert (at which the Royal Corps 
of Transport Band and the Ports- 
mouth Glee Club played), and a 
thanksgiving service in Ports- 
mouth Cathedral. 


Obituary 


We regret to announce the 
death of the following 
members: 


In January: Lt-Col W L Green- 
lees (Inner London District). 

In May: Beatrice Rogers (Seven- 
oaks), Mary A Story (Bishop 
Auckland). 

In June: Andrew J Corcoran 
(Darlington), Richard R Dadds 
(Watford), Trevor J Edwards 
(Hook and District), John L 
Evans (Llanarmon-yn-Ial), 
David A Guy (Rhwibina), 
Cecil J (Bill) Hillier (Somerton), 
R MG (Robin) Inglis (Edin- 
burgh), Winifred Naylor (Seaton 
Carew), Rt Rev T R Outteridge 
(Stamford), Horace Scholefield 
(Rhiwbina), Douglas A South- 
wood (Westminster), Gertrude 
Taylor (Rishton). 


In July: Harold C Brooks 
(Broadway), Harry Burr (Brid- 
lington), George T Child (Broad- 
way), John T (Jack) Hardacre 
(Cardiff District), Edith Leach 
(Moston), Cecil A Male (Rams- 
gate & Newington), Henry M 
Mallett (Exmouth), Doris M 
Nobbin (West Worthing), Victor 
Oram (Nailsea), Arnold GC 
Savill (Southampton District), 
John A Thomas (Llandrindod 
Wells), Alice C Treliving (St 
John, Tunbridge Wells), Sidney 
B Thresher (White Horse Vale 
District), Sidney H (Shorty) 
Weir (Tavistock), Walter J 
Sutton. 

In August: William H Emmer- 
son (Weybridge), Mary A Platt 
(Belfairs), Leonard H Stead 

(St Annes on Sea). 

We give thanks for their lives 


Welcome Point 


The following branches 
elected new members during 
July and August: 

Eyemouth (j) group. 

Hackney (j). 

Wem (j). 

Central Overseas, Milford- 

on-Sea (j). 

Bletchley (w), Bournemouth 

(j), Buckingham (m), Cam- 

bridge (j), St Ives (w), 

Westham (w). 

1 Anstey (w), Bangor (j), 
Barton on Humber (j), 
Bideford (w), Bognor Regis 
(m), Bristol Action (j) group, 
Builth Wells (j), Catterick 
Village (m), Chelmsford (j), 
Coomb (m), Coventry (m), 
Deal & Walmer (j), Dunton 
Green (m), Edgbaston (m), 
Edmonton (m), Hartley 
Wintncy (w), Hemel Hemp- 
stead (w), Hitchin (w), 
Honiton (m), Ilminster (m), 
Inner London District, 
Leigh-on-Sea (j), Lindley 
(m), Margate (m), Mark VII 
(m), Paris (w), Sneyd (m), 
Syston (j). 


Welcome to 63 new members 
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Farewell 


Three sad farewells were made in 
July to retiring members of staff in 
the South Eastern Region: Colin 
Campbell, Kathleen ‘Fergie’ Fer- 
guson and Harold Smith. 

Colin retires after 21 years with 
Toc H during which time he 
launched the Development Appeal 
in 1954, managed the appeal for 
the rebuilding of Mark III, Hack- 
ney, arranged the Golden Jubilee 
Festival and started the Public 
Relations Department. Colin has 
always retained a special link with 
Poperinge and handled the 
arrangements for Her Majesty the 
Queen’s visit to the Old House in 
1966. 

‘Fergie’ has given Toc H almost 
39 years of service, in various 
spheres, and most recently has pro- 
vided the welcoming voice on the 
telephone reception at Crutched 
Friars. 

Harold retires as Regional Sec- 
retary and Finance Officer and is 
moving to Taunton to be nearer 
his family. 

All good wishes for a long and 
happy retirement to them all. 


Raise-a-Mile 
for the Fund 


The total in the Fund at 15 Sep- 
tember is £2,385, All branches 
have copies of the appeal leaflet 
and also the Raise-a-Mile collect- 
ing card. This is a personal chal- 
lenge to us to cover the whole of the 
6,000 miles from Pannikampatti 
to Port Penrhyn at £5 a mile, plus 
some ‘second miles’ to reach our 
target of £37,500. The challenge 
is being taken up by many mem- 
bers, builders, branches and 
others. Donations have come from 
‘a Douglas Pennant descendant’; 
a member from 1922 in gratitude 
for the Festival; another ‘for a 
wonderful day on 3! May’; one 
who house-watched for an absent 
friend overseas; another who sent 
what he called ‘£5-worth of assist- 
ance’. Donations from branches’ 
special Jubilee efforts include: 
cheese lunches, £100; a birthday 
evening, £6:70; ‘bring-and-buy’, 
£10; four concerts, £30, £40, £40 
and £45; coffee morning, £40; 
buffet dance, £10. Then there 
were: Regional social gathering, 
£6-30; Regional conference, £4; 
hospital chapel fund, £10; church 
collection in memory of John 
Jones, £26-65; balance of a Lang- 
dale Camp, £20; part of Alex- 
andra Day collection, £40-04; 
even a profit made on travel to the 
Festival, £14:80. The Stockmen’s 
Canteen, Essex Show, produced 
£150, and a District Padre sent 
‘some donations’ of £100. 

Anonymous gifts were also re- 
ceived, for which our thanks are 
given, One Mark has promised an 
effort after the holidays for greater 
impact. The first donation to the 
Fund came from one member and 
his wife who wrote, ‘the South 
India project concerns us closely 
as we were married in Trichy’ 
which is about 30 miles from 
Pannikampatti. 

Ken Rogers, newly appointed 
secretary to the Fund, says: 
‘Here’s to many a happy mile as 
we drive towards our objectives. 
Raise that mile, with a smile, and 
go “a second mile” if you can to 
keep the appeal moving ahead,’ 
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Point Three Christmas Competition 


for all younger readers up to age 14 (in two age-groups: up tO 10, and 11-14) 


Enter now and be one of the lucky winners to have your entry published in 
December Point Three! The two first prizes are £2 book-tokens. 


We want you to tell us what you like best about Christmas. 
Write or draw, or do both - but be sure to tell us what you really feel, not 


what you think you ought to feel! 


You can choose whether to write prose or poetry, draw cartoons, paint or 


sketch, but: 


i) don’t write more than 400 words (you won’t score by writing a lot) 


ii) only use one colour ink/paint/gem-marker/pencil 


iii) write your name, age and address in soft pencil on the back of your 


paper 


iv) pack your entry with stiff cardboard and send it by 28 October to: 
Point Three Christmas Competition 
Toc H Headquarters 
1 Forest Close, Wendover, Aylesbury, Bucks HP22 6BT 


The competition will be judged on 28 October by Bob Knight, retiring 
Headquarters Padre, and the two winning entries will be published in 


December. 


Small 
advertisements 


Small advertisements must be 
received (with remittance) five 
weeks before publication day, 
which is the first of the month, 
The charge is 3p a word 
(minimum 30p) to Point Three 
magazine, Rates of display 
advertisements can be obtained 
from the Editorial Office, Toc H, 
l Forest Close, Wendover, Bucks. 
Telephone: 0296 623911. 
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Caister-on-Sea, Great Yarmouth. 
Service to the community in the Toc H 
tradition means we look for the things 
that others have overlooked-the real 
need that no one else has met. Eight 
years ago a Caister member discovered 
such a need and supplied it. Three 
thousand residents and holidaymakers 
proved him correct. The full story of this 
unique project is now published and can 
be obtained free by sending a stamped 
addressed envelope to: Toc H Secretary, 
60 Westerley Way, Caister, Norfolk. 


‘Fair deals from Freddy’. For all 
good new and used bargains. Agricul- 
tural and industrial equipment-cars~ 
boats—caravans—bikes—mo’ bikes-scooters~ 
machine tools—buildings~electricals- 
generators—brassware, copperware, silver- 
ware (distributing agent only): Toc H 
Builder, Freddy Way, 59 Arden Road, 
Henley-in-Arden, Solihull, West Mid- 
lands 195 Sin. Cards or letters for details 
(no phone). 


Bruges, Belgium. 
Hotel Jacobs (estab- 
lished 50 years) 
welcomes Toc H 
parties and indivi- 
dual visitors to this 


IK | lovely old city with- 
in easy reach of 


M other famous cities 
of art, and of the coast. Comfortable, 
modernised hotel. Quiet situation. Park- 
ing. English spoken. Strongly recom- 
mended. Bed and breakfast only. 

Mr Jules Lietaert, HoreL Jacons, 
Baliestraat 1, Bruges 8000. Telephone: 
(050) 398 31/32. 


Raise funds quickly, easily. Superb 
ball-pens, combs, key fobs, diaries, etc, 
gold stamped to your requirements. 
Details: NORTHERN Nove tis, 
Bradford spl 3HE. 


CHRISTMAS PARTY 


at Alison House 


Do you live alone? 


; ; Th 1 
Then why not spend Christmas at Alison House? C amp hill 
Village 
‘Trust 


The party will consist of about 30. 
From Wednesday 24 December (arriving 
afternoon) to Sunday 28 December 
(leaving after lunch), 


Inclusive charge £16 
(includes all Christmas fare, no extras). 


_ Have a happy Christmas 
among jolly people in beautiful surroundings 


in a lovely old house, A national charity, pro- 


Apply: The Warden, Alison House, vides communities and 
Intake Lane, Cromford, Matlock, 


Berk BRI N services helping mentally 


J handicapped adults to a 


home and job, to cope 


World Chain of Light with their own affairs 


and when possible to be- 


There wil! be a World Chain of Light come independent mem- 
Vigil at the Othona Community House, n 
Burton Bradstock, near Bridport, bers of society. 


Dorset, on 11 and 12 December. 
Accommodation is available for the 
Thursday and Friday nights. The cost 
for the full period will be £5. 


But who will help us... 


If you are interested in joining the vigil, build more houses and workshops, 

please write to Rev Keith Beck at expand our services further and re- 

6 Whitmore Road, Taunton, Somerset. duce the lengthening: lis: of people 
| in need to join us 


.. will you? 


Toe H in Lights 


Why not organise an autumn outing to sce the 
Blackpool illuminations this year? The Diamond 
Jubilee of Toc H is commemorated with a special 
7-fı square display on the corner of Talbot Square, 
close to the cenotaph. 


Please send donations to: 


General Association Secretary 
The Camphill Village Trust Ltd 
32 Heath Street, Stourbridge 
West Midlands DY8 1SB 


Contact Huw Gibbs in the Public Relations Office 
at Wendover Headquarters if you need to know more. 


Give yourself an outing and take some friends. 


LS ee 


Where's the Regional Office? 
What are the words of the Ceremony of Light? 
Where do | get Personal Accident Insurance? 
What's the Bordon Company? 
How can I explain about Toc H? 


You'll find all the answers in the 
1976 TOC H DIARY 


a pocket-book of absolutely essential information for every Toc H member and friend 
Also information about first-aid, metric measures, and maps of the entire British Isles 
Bound in leather, symbol in gold With pencil 45p (without pencil 40p) 


Order now from: 


Toc H Publications Department 
1 Forest Close, Wendover, Aylesbury, Bucks HP22 6BT 


E fe 
DiaticSe? mabingi ni hates... with pencil @ 45p each aasman 
Aor without pencil @ 40p each SORA TT oo 
Also 
Toc H Christmas cards ou... doz @R Sp per dozi" S =.) ssa | Put ke meee 


(Please add 10p for postag’ and packing up to 2 doz; 18p over 2 doz) 
MOCAHECUHIINKS ae wa i ains pars Quel 50ipenmpalrecotd neal menn 
Records: ‘A Tapestry of Winter’ by The New Anglian Singers 


Canaan @ 50p each 


Please enclose remittance with order 


From (name) (branch) enacts ee creer 
(ACCESS) Mier ctr a a raaa a tment PU (SIGIIGCL )reisssccecisssccnoluncocleseeocbteletect PORE e rA 
(date) -aoni iertare anirencreicin co 
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